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ERINCIFLES OF WAR

e

INTRODUCTION.

" Certain principles have been recogaizeéd since ancient times as underlying
sueeess in war, OQur war department bus womiented itcell with the mure enumge
ration of those principles, leaving %iwe amdividuals the task of studying out the
meaning and the manner of applying these principles. "The mere statement is ex-
tremely easy, the application is however supremely difficult". This brief paper
will deal with ‘their meaning and methods of application in the field.

The tabulation you will find on the-blackboard, 1. QObjective - mass -
offensive - surprise - economy - security - simplicity - fire and movement =
cocoperation, When understood they form a basis for logical and efficient actiom
under all circumstances for both large and small forces.

OBJECTIVE., :

This has dbout the same meaning as mission. In large forces, the hostile
main body ie almost always the objective; exceptionally a great industrial region
the hostile ecapital or the hostile lines ¢f communication may be the objective.
The French Army.was the objective of the Germans at the begining of the war, the
outting of the railroad near Sedan the objective of the Americans in the Meuse-
Argonne. For divisions and scraller bodies in this fight, the objectives were
8uceessively the woods, hills, ridges, and fortified towns that held up the ad-
vance in the numerous minor battles that made up the whole. It is necessary t0

have definitely in mind your mission of objective, just what you are trying to
do, as the basig for the simultaneoug action of all ycur. troops toward a common
end. Clear thinking as a surety of definite action. Don't haggle. MNake de-
finite decimioms, and strike your objéetive with the heaviegt blow possible.

MVASS,

This means superior force at the point of.attack; superiority of numbers,
fire power, and morale. God is always on the side of the hcaviest battalions.
"Get there fastest with the mostest men". A patrol of twr) ve men dispersed till
the fire of only four can be brought againet a hostile pa’irol of six loses the
advantage of mass. The Germans had the advapntage of mass near Paris in their
advance, till Joffre by using the Army of Paris and reinfercing from Eastern
Franse got superior numbers in that vicinity. When superior numbers are avail-
able swing strength against weakness. Remember that superior strength on the
battlefield eounterbalances all the disadvantages and mic{akes that have been
made. The meral of this, aveid dispersion, concentrate against vital points,
maintain econtrol of your troops and keep a reserve in hand to insure the advant=
age of mass at the vital points. Win or lose elsewhere, but remember that
victory at the vital points carries all the minor parts with it. Mass is neces=
sary to sontinue movement by use of reserves.

OFFENSIVE,

Aggrespive spirit, good morale, and the firm determination to strike when-
ever a favorable opportunity offers, keeping the initiadive in war and battle and
foreing the enemy tcfollow your lead, and bend to your ill, The elements of the
offensive are energy, rapidity, and vigor. The elements of the defensive are
perserveranse and temacity. It foresupposes superior 2aysical or moral super-
iority. The defence must win at all points, the attack in only one. >owuoz.5cmw
not be wild, it must be in éonformity with the general plan, and must be mamoa
by good sense and reasonable prudence, and to make the most of it, good officers,
good soldiers, and thorough training is essential. The¢ Germans and Americans
were thoroughly imbued with this principle. Remember %his, that those who dare
to call on troops for extraordinary efforts are fewer “han those who will ree-
pond to such demands when made. When necegsary, demand the impossible. All that
is humanly possible will then be attained, War ie erergy and action - the de-
fensive is only adopted from necessity, and with the dntention of resuming the
offensive as soon as mass can be collected.

SURFRISE.

Is indispensable in some form. Rapidity of consentration, speed of move-
ment, unexpected direction of attack, concealment of foreces or fire power, by
terrain or night, unexpected hour of attack, all illystrate surprise. No prin-
ciple affords more scope. Gourard leaving his front ‘trenches vacant. (Custer
attacking the Indisns on the Washita in the dead of winter, the Sioux defeating
Custer on the Little Big Horn by their unexpected numbers (mass, in other words),
an attack just before sundown instead of at daylight, a concentration of .all
artillery against one part of the hostile front, the attack of the Germans after
massing their armies secretly by night, in foreets, eoncealed with erushing
artillery support. History is full of surprises, an? no battle, large or smll,
is complete or well planmed unless surprise is worked in in some one or more of
its numerous forms.

SECURITY.

Means reasonable protection against surprise attack. It does not mean ab-
solute security which is never attainable. He who seeks to be absolutely safe
seldom attaing his objective. Time to deploy and bring your full strength into
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SIMPL.ICITY. ;

Nothing succeeds in war that is not simple., Unity of cormmand, simple, owmww
orders, sinple plans, direct action, trirgirg inmte play full Torce end full fire
effect. Figare out the simplest way Lo wiiuin your ob jooy ang o 10 14 TVeo-

luteiy, Clear owdars must govers, bur muthwds anc destdnls frtfﬁ SANNOYL BH L0re-
seen belong 4o the lccal commander om the spote No prtinciple is move often
violated thaa this.

FIRE AND MCVEMENT.
The bost grotection against fire is a well directgid fire on the Enemy. A
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CO=-0PERATION.

il and aective agsistance to adjoining units. Ac tke offemsive spirit
B
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RESUME .

BATTLE

PRINCIPLES.

In general, it is necessary to be imbued with the
offensive spirit, the will to fight and win, to determine
clearly your objective, your mission, your point of attack.

To concentrate against the point of attack all available troops,
complying with the principles of mass and econony, and with due
regard for security, that is, the prevention of surprise attac
by the enemy. Work in, some of its numerous forms, the elemen
of surprise, insure speed, energy, and activity of movement,and
cover all exposed movement by fire. Keep touch with, an? acsis
all adjoining units, and in the absence of orders, act. in ~on-
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formity with the general plan, To couply with ginplicity rely
on common sense, simple plans, clear, definite orders. Unme

to definite decieions, diemiss all doubts, don'? haggle or
hesitate or pass the buck, but pass on to resolute action. Thege

are the universal principles of war. The poorest plan carried

out with energy is oftem better than the best plan accompanied
by doubt and hesitation,

War consists of labor and hardships - battle is exceptional
but certain. To large bodies, the nature of the terrain is not
so important as the network of roads, and the movements of the
enemy, which must be met, countered, and ghattered, In local
combats, the terrain is impertant, with reference to shelter,
critical points, field of fire, etcs Points affording obser-
vation have increased in importance. Aeroplane observaticn and

fire will be vestly more important, and must be met by conceal-
Remember

»

ment ¢f trocps or by open formations on open ground.,
that battle fronts quickly take the form of salients and re-
entrants under artillery fire and infantry attack. In prin-
ciple, use support troops to infiltrate into the re-entrants,
and instead of straight on reinforcement of troops held up,
rather maneuver against the flanks of the galients. Seek
favorable positions from which to cover attacking troops with
fire from all auxiliary weapons. Remember that once engaged,
the moet difficult points to any commander are control,
communication and supply, and cach must be maintained.

In any sudden war, you will be relied on t0 apply the
principles of war and battle, each in bis own grade. The
difficulties are great, but long experience leads to the
opinion that the real underlying necessities of war and dm&&wm
can be reduced to two words - Knowledge and action. Reflecticn
and study are indispensable to knowledge - knowledge leads to
prompt 4nd reasonable decisioms and definite orders, and theoe
in turn lead to good morale and to resolute and timely action.

Finally, and in closing, remember that the commander
himself provides the resolution, the morale and the energy
that pervades his whole command. It requires mental and
phygical strength, endurance, and activity.




